DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

at mess. Altogether there was too much relaxation
and he arranged that Bertie should go to Berlin to
stay with his sister, and observe how much more
earnest young German officers were. He was now
also told about the young lady who had been put at
the head of the eligible Princesses, and he would be
allowed his first sight of her on his way home. At
present he received this news with complete in-
difference : it was just one more of the duties laid
on him.

The Grown Princess had come over to England on
the Duchess of Kent's death, and she and her husband
came again in June and remained for nearly two
months, so the Prussian monopolization of Vicky did
not quite warrant the Queen's complaints, and now,
when she and the rest of the family went up to
Balmoral, Prince Louis joined them and remained
till the middle of October. There, with her husband
and her family surrounding and ministering to her,
she recovered the sense of the happiness her marriage
had brought her, and that supreme content began
to obliterate her loss. " Every year," she once wrote
in her diary, " my heart becomes more fixed in this
dear Paradise, and so much more now that all has
become my dear Albert's own creation, own work,
own building, own laying out as at Osborne, and his
great taste and the impress of his dear hand has been
stamped everywhere."1 With him beside her the
pleasures and interests of life resumed their savour.
In the mellow autumn weather they had many picnics
on the hill, and there were two great expeditions. In

1 Leaves from the Journal of a Life in the Highlands, p. m*
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